Thursday, July 26, 2018

Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $5393-S5439

Measures Introduced: Eighteen bills and four reso-
lutions were introduced, as follows: S. 3278-3295,
S.J. Res. 62, and S. Res. 594-596. Pages S5423-24

Measures Reported:

S. 1580, to enhance the transparency, improve the
coordination, and intensify the impact of assistance
to support access to primary and secondary education
for displaced children and persons, including women
and girls, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute.

S. 3248, to restrict the provision by international
financial institutions of loans and financial and tech-
nical assistance to the Government of Turkey.

Page S5422

Measures Passed:

Marine Fish Conservation Statutes: Senate
passed H.R. 4528, to make technical amendments to
certain marine fish conservation statutes. Page S5437

Transportation Worker ldentification Creden-
tial Accountability Act: Senate passed H.R. 5729,
to restrict the department in which the Coast Guard
is operating from implementing any rule requiring
the use of biometric readers for biometric transpor-
tation security cards until after submission to Con-
gress of the results of an assessment of the effective-
ness of the transportation security card program.

Page S5437

United States Intelligence Professionals Day:
Senate agreed to S. Res. 595, designating July 26,
2018, as “United States Intelligence Professionals
Day”. Pages S5437-38

Miscellaneous Tariff Bill Act: Committee on Fi-
nance was discharged from further consideration of
H.R. 4318, to amend the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States to modify temporarily cer-
tain rates of duty, and the bill was then passed, after
agreeing to the following amendment proposed
thereto: Page S5438

McConnell (for Hatch) Amendment No. 3664, of
a perfecting nature. Page S5438

Measures Considered:

Department of the Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act—Cloture:
Senate continued consideration of H.R. 6147, mak-
ing appropriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2019, taking action on
the following amendments and motions proposed
thereto: Pages $5394-S5411

Pending:

Shelby Amendment No. 3399, in the nature of a
substitute. Pages $5394-S5411

Murkowski Amendment No. 3400 (to Amend-
ment No. 3399), of a perfecting nature.  Page S5395

A motion was entered to close further debate on
Shelby Amendment No. 3399 (listed above), and, in
accordance with the provisions of Rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, a vote on cloture will
occur upon disposition of the nomination of Britt
Cagle Grant, of Georgia, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Eleventh Circuit. Page S5411

A motion was entered to close further debate on
the bill, and, in accordance with the provisions of
Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Senate, a
vote on cloture will occur upon disposition of Shelby
Amendment No. 3399. Page S5411

During consideration of this measure today, Senate
also took the following action:

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S5411

Conference Reports:

John S. McCain National Defense Authorization
Act—Cloture: Senate began consideration of the
conference report to accompany H.R. 5515, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 2019 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year.  Pages $5412-17

A motion was entered to close further debate on
the conference report to accompany the bill, and, in
accordance with the provisions of Rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, a vote on cloture will
occur upon disposition of the House message to ac-
company S. 1182, to require the Secretary of the
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Treasury to mint commemorative coins in recogni-
tion of the 100th anniversary of The American Le-
gion. Page S5412

House Messages:

The American Legion 100th Anniversary Com-
memorative Coin Act—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the House Message to accompany S.
1182, to require the Secretary of the Treasury to
mint commemorative coins in recognition of the
100th anniversary of The American Legion, taking
action on the following motions and amendments
proposed thereto: Pages S5411-12
Pending:
McConnell motion to concur in the amendments
of the House to the bill. Page S5411
McConnell motion to concur in the amendment of
the House to the bill, with McConnell Amendment
No. 3628 (to the House Amendment to the bill), to
change the enactment date. Page S5411
McConnell Amendment No. 3629 (to Amend-
ment No. 3628), of a perfecting nature.
Pages S5411-12
McConnell motion to refer the message of the
House on the bill to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs, with instructions,
McConnell Amendment No. 3630, to change the en-
actment date. Page S5412
McConnell Amendment No. 3631 (to (the in-
structions) Amendment No. 3630), of a perfecting
nature. Page S5412
McConnell Amendment No. 3632 (to Amend-
ment No. 3631), of a perfecting nature.  Page S5412
A motion was entered to close further debate on
McConnell motion to concur in the amendments of
the House to the bill, and, in accordance with the
provisions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of
the Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposi-
tion of H.R. 6147, making appropriations for the
Department of the Interior, environment, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2019. Page S5411

Appointments:

Commission on Social Impact Partnerships: The
Chair, pursuant to Public Law 115-123, on behalf
of the Majority Leader of the Senate and the Chair-
man of the Finance Committee, appointed the fol-
lowing individual as a member of the Commission
on Social Impact Partnerships: Jeremy Keele of
Utah. Page S5438

Board of Trustees of the John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts: The Chair, on behalf
of the President of the Senate, pursuant to Public
Law 85-874, as amended, appointed the following
individual to the Board of Trustees of the John F.
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Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts: Senator
Cornyn. Page S5438

Cloture Motions—Agreement: A unanimous-con-
sent agreement was reached providing that notwith-
standing Rule XXII, the filing deadline for first-de-
gree amendments be at 4 p.m., on Monday, July 30,
2018, for the measures upon which cloture was filed
during the session on Thursday, July 26, 2018.
Page S5438
A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that notwithstanding Rule XXII, the cloture
motions filed during the session on Thursday, July
26, 2018, ripen at 5:30 p.m., on Monday, July 30,
2018. Page S5439

Treaties Approved: The following treaties having
passed through their various parliamentary stages, up
to and including the presentation of the resolution
of ratification, upon division, two-thirds of the Sen-
ators present having voted in the affirmative, the res-
olutions of ratification were agreed to:

The Treaty with the Federated States of Micro-
nesia on the Delimitation of a Maritime Boundary
(Treaty Doc. 114—13(A)) as amended,;

The Treaty with the Republic of Kiribati on the
Delimitation of Maritime Boundaries (Treaty Doc.
114—13(B)) as amended;

Extradition Treaty with the Republic of Serbia
(Treaty Doc. 115-1) as amended; and

Extradition Treaty with the Republic of Kosovo
(Treaty Doc. 115-2) as amended. Pages S5417-18

Grant Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consid-
eration of the nomination of Britt Cagle Grant, of
Georgia, to be United States Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit. Page S5411
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, and pursuant to the unanimous-consent
agreement of Thursday, July 26, 2018, a vote on
cloture will occur at 5:30 p.m., on Monday, July 30,
2018. Page S5411
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.  Page S5411
A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that at approximately 3 p.m., on Monday,
July 30, 2018, Senate resume consideration of the
nomination. Page S5439

Messages from the House: Pages S5420-21

Measures Referred: Page S5421
Measures Placed on the Calendar: Page S5394
Enrolled Bills Presented: Page S5421
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Executive Communications: Pages $5421-22

Petitions and Memorials: Page S5422

Executive Reports of Committees: Pages S5422-23

Additional Cosponsors: Pages $5424-26

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S5426-28

Additional Statements: Pages S5418-20

Amendments Submitted: Pages S5428-37

Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S5437

Adjournment: Senate convened at 9:30 a.m. and
adjourned at 4:22 p.m., until 3 p.m. on Monday,
July 30, 2018. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page $5439.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

APPROPRIATIONS: U.S. TRADE
REPRESENTATIVE

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies con-
cluded a hearing to examine proposed budget esti-
mates and justification for fiscal year 2019 for the
Office of the United States Trade Representative,
after receiving testimony from Robert Lighthizer,
United States Trade Representative.

NOMINATIONS

Committee on  Commerce, Science, and Transportation:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the
nominations of Rick A. Dearborn, of Oklahoma, to
be a Director of the Amtrak Board of Directors, who
was introduced by Senators Shelby and Inhofe, and
Martin J. Oberman, of Illinois, to be a Member of
the Surface Transportation Board, who was intro-
duced by Representatives Quigley and Lipinski, after
the nominees testified and answered questions in
their own behalf.

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Finance: Committee concluded a hearing
to examine the nominations of Justin George
Muzinich, of New York, to be Deputy Secretary, and
Michael J. Desmond, of California, to be Chief
Counsel for the Internal Revenue Service and an As-
sistant General Counsel, both of the Department of
the Treasury, after the nominees testified and an-
swered questions in their own behalf.

IMPROVING TAX ADMINISTRATION

Committee on Finance: Subcommittee on Taxation and
IRS Oversight concluded a hearing to examine im-
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proving tax administration today, after receiving tes-
timony from Phyllis Jo Kubey, Member, Internal
Revenue Service Advisory Council, on behalf of the
National Association of Enrolled Agents, Nina E.
Olson, National Taxpayer Advocate, Internal Rev-
enue Service, and John Sapp, Chair, Internal Revenue
Service Electronic Tax Administration Advisory
Committee, all of the Department of the Treasury;
and Caroline Bruckner, American University Kogod
School of Business, and Rebecca Thompson, Pros-
perity Now, both of Washington, D.C.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee ordered fa-
vorably reported the following business items:

S. 1023, to reauthorize the Tropical Forest Con-
servation Act of 1998 through fiscal year 2021, with
an amendment in the nature of a substitute;

S. 1580, to enhance the transparency, improve the
coordination, and intensify the impact of assistance
to support access to primary and secondary education
for displaced children and persons, including women
and girls, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute;

S. 3248, to restrict the provision by international
financial institutions of loans and financial and tech-
nical assistance to the Government of Turkey;

S. Res. 501, recognizing threats to freedom of the
press and expression around the world and reaffirm-
ing freedom of the press as a priority in efforts of
the Government of the United States to promote de-
mocracy and good governance, with amendments;

S. Res. 541, expressing the sense of the Senate
that any United States-Saudi Arabia civilian nuclear
cooperation agreement must prohibit the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia from enriching uranium or sepa-
rating plutonium on its own territory, in keeping
with the strongest possible nonproliferation “gold
standard”’, with amendments;

S. Res. 571, condemning the ongoing illegal occu-
pation of Crimea by the Russian Federation, with
amendments; and

The nominations of Joseph Cella, of Michigan, to
be Ambassador to the Republic of Fiji, and to serve
concurrently and without additional compensation as
Ambassador to the Republic of Kiribati, the Repub-
lic of Nauru, the Kingdom of Tonga, and Tuvalu,
Denise Natali, of New Jersey, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary (Conflict and Stabilization Operations), and
Kimberly Breier, of Virginia, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary (Western Hemisphere Affairs), all of the De-
partment of State, and routine lists in the Foreign
Service.
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